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Visit our website

Prayers Requested .......

• The congregations of John Calvin Presbytery...

• For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, that they may know the peace that
passes all human understanding in Jesus Christ our Lord....

• All churches seeking a new pastor, to understand God's call moving forward.
First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri
First Presbyterian Church, Carthage, Missouri
First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas
Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri
Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri
First Presbyterian Church, Nevada, Missouri
First Presbyterian Church, Sarcoxie, Missouri
First Presbyterian Church, Scammon, Kansas
• JCPDA

• JC Living Waters Mission Team

• All Pastors of John Calvin Presbytery

· Britney Shurtz, cancer treatments, daughter-inlaw of Charley Shurtz.
Charley is pastor at St. Andrew@Hideaway​

· Sarah Roberts, health concerns, wife of Matthew Roberts. The Reverend Matthew
Roberts is pastor of Woodland Heights Presbyterian Springfield

· Reverend K. O. Noonoo, complete recovery- outpatient surgery. K.O. is pastor of The
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg in Kansas

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Thanks to ALL for your efforts for our first online meeting on
Thursday!

http://www.jcpresbytery.com/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTFUx8nyy_Vwpkhvowt1IaciYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQhH9RugCISp50K-wTobEHE8=&ver=3
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664266177/neighbors.aspx


It was a great success!

PASTORS OF JCP  CHECK IN HERE

Pastors of JCP Check-in
An opportunity for you to join with other pastors from John Calvin
Presbytery to talk about how it's going where you are. Tuesday, May 26
at 10 a.m.
events.constantcontact.com

SESSION MEMBERS CHECK IN ~ HERE

For Session Members--An Opportunity to Check In With
Others
Connect with session members from other congregations in John Calvin Presbytery for
scripture, prayer, and a discussion of the challenges that are present in your situation.
Wednesday, May 27 at 5:30 p.m.
events.constantcontact.com

Having Two Jobs, Am I busy?
Pastor Tim Oster

Bethany Presbyterian Church
Joplin, Missouri

           It appears as I reflect for a moment, that I suddenly realize that I have been
serving as the Pulpit Supply at Bethany Presbyterian Church in Joplin since
October of 2015. Since then, I have also been a full-time teacher at Joplin High
School. As you can guess, this does makes life somewhat busy during the school
year (from mid-August until late in May). It is interesting that there are some
definite similarities in these two endeavors. Let me give you some examples.
           Two basic requirements that are needed to be effective in the classroom
are extensive preparation, and good communication skills. Truly, these same
skills apply to effective leaders of worship. Of course, it takes time and effort to
develop these types of skills, and yet there are rewards that come from these
efforts. To see a smile of confidence coming from a struggling student, who has
just been able to overcome his/her confusion and doubt, and grab ahold of a
solid understanding, is a real pleasure. In the same way, a good sermon comes
from solid preparation that results in the clear teaching of contextual factors, the
remembrance of the steadfast love and grace of God, and includes encouraging
reminders of our call to follow the model of Christ Jesus. I have found that
preaching about the love of God and the good news of Jesus Christ is a real joy.
The feedback here can come from a knowing smile, a well-timed head nod, or a
brief comment, yet still these small indications of connection with the message
are very personally fulfilling.
           I will tell you that I am not special, and that I do not possess a huge degree
of talent in either the classroom, or in the pulpit. Yet I am convinced that regular
and consistent reading of the Bible has shown me what amazing things that God
has done in the past, and what God is capable of doing in the future by making
use of regular people like me or like you. I believe that this suggests strongly that
each of us are all called to do God’s work in some form or fashion.
           You may have already heard this, but when a person is able to find a
vocation that is both engaging and fulfilling, they have truly found their
avocation. I know that I am busy, but I also know that I have been blessed beyond

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=76w4gf4ab&oeidk=a07eh3vkpqw00dc9e8a
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=76w4gf4ab&oeidk=a07eh3vkpqw00dc9e8a
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=76w4gf4ab&oeidk=a07eh3vlev78b8e2e8f
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=76w4gf4ab&oeidk=a07eh3vlev78b8e2e8f


all measure by God, who lead me to “find” my calling as a teacher, and as a
Commissioned Ruling Elder at Bethany Presbyterian Church
           May the peace of our Risen Lord Jesus be with you today, and always.

We invite you to send your mission story to the Notices!
In response to the number of people in the Joplin area who are experiencing food
shortages, Bethany held a Drive-In, Drop Off food drive. We were happy to receive
382 pounds of non-perishable food and several financial donations to deliver to
CROSSLINES Churches of Joplin. CROSSLINES has continued to distribute to
families during the pandemic.  

Trinity-Springfield has collected a ton
of food. Trinity has done two supply
drives for Crosslines, the food aid
agency of the Council of Churches of
the Ozarks, and local food pantry
partner. A team from Trinity regularly
volunteers there once a month. On two
Mondays (Easter Monday and a week
ago Monday) pastor Chris Miller was at
church for three hours to take curbside
donations. Trinity sent out a list of items
needed by Crosslines and folks dropped
them off. Volunteers boxed them up,
and the first time Chris drove them over
to Crosslines and the second they sent a
truck. Between the two drives, Trinity
collected 1,997 pounds of supplies,
mostly food. Trinity has also authorized
$8,000 in grant funds over the last two
months to support the work of
Crosslines ($5,500 of which will be
matched by another grant).

Chris also dropped off 260 bottles of
water for Rare Breed; a Springfield
mission partner who serves homeless
and housing insecure teens and young
adults in downtown Springfield.​



In case you missed the opportunity to give....
​John Calvin Presbytery has arranged for online giving through the Presbyterian
Foundation.

Click here or the button above to be taken to our donation page.

​To give, you’ll need to make a profile first and enter your bank account
information. The web page takes you through the steps. 

If your church would like to arrange for online giving, the Presbyterian Foundation
was easy to use. 

Malinda Spencer
Pastoral presbyter
John Calvin Presbytery

417-437-6748
Mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

​Thank you to the Reverend Dr. Deanna Ferree
Womack for offering JCP a wonderful, moving
sermon at the stated meeting on Thursday!

​If you would like to purchase a copy of
Deanna's book you can order from the
PCUSA Church Store.

It is ideal for individual or group study,
the book includes discussion guide for
group study with links to video clips, a
timeline of the first Muslim
communities, and a glossary of Arabic
terms related to Islam.

SYNOD OF MID-AMERICA....

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTFUx8nyy_Vwpkhvowt1IaciYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQhH9RugCISp50K-wTobEHE8=&ver=3
mailto:Mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664266177/neighbors.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664266177/neighbors.aspx


Throughout the period of online worship, the staff of the Synod of Mid-America will be
providing a sermon for you to use every fourth Sunday. To have access to this
sermon, please visit our website and sign up for our main SoMA mailing list . This is
an offer open to every preacher, regardless of where the congregation you serve is
located.
Thank you for all you are doing. Those of us you serve are so very grateful.
Grace and Peace,
Landon Whitsitt

Sign up for SoMA mailing list

THE RISKS - KNOW THEM - AVOID THEM

Read Prof. Erin Bromage Post here

Blog by Professor Erin Bromage a Comparative Immunologist and Professor of Biology
(specializing in Immunology) at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. I balance
Teaching, Research and Public Service (that is, when we are allowed in our labs).

PCUSA RESOURCED FOR CONGREGATIONS AND MEMBERS

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Coronavirus/COVID-19

Resources for Congregations and Members

Tuesday, May 26 • 1:00 p.m.
We invite all to attend this regional stewardship webinar seeking to nurture,
educate, and inspire faithful financial discipleship and promote meaningful
holistic approaches to stewardship in this COVID-19 time we are living. Join
us Tuesday, May 26 when Bryce Wiebe, Director of Special Offerings for the
PC(USA), will present Offering Apocalypse.
For more details and to register, click the button below.
Note: A link for the Zoom meeting will be sent after you register.

DETAILS FOR SPIRIT OF STEWARDSHIP WEBINAR

Creative Ministry Grants Available

https://synodma.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=675f4faab9d499cf36edae126&id=c8c0e07456&e=0a9ecf80dd
https://synodma.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=675f4faab9d499cf36edae126&id=c8c0e07456&e=0a9ecf80dd
https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them
https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them
http://www.umassd.edu/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3vHthrFowISfETkWtmAyGNkvaegiotvIV-W2ta5NcmMLUBg/viewform?usp=send_form


Deadline to apply is June 15, 2020
Send completed application by email to Malinda Spencer

Or by mail: John Calvin Presbyery, P. O. Box 787, Shell Knob, MO 65747

Link to Creative Ministry Grant

As many of you are continuing to navigate digital ministry, these resources help
you easily share resources with your congregation at an affordable price. Check
these out below and browse through all downloads to find what your church
needs.

Visit our website for employment opportunity in Bridgeton, Missouri

Contact Us.......... How can we help?

Pastoral Presbyter: Malinda Spencer
417-437-6748 / mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Stated Clerk: Beth Kick
417-425-7604 / bkick@jcpresbytery.com

Moderator of Presbytery: Chris Miller
417-450-2544 / cmiller@trinityspringfieldpcusa.org
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com and bkick@jcpresbytery.com

General Council Moderator: Jennifer Dawson
214-930-1726 / pastorjdawson@sbcglobal.net
& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com and bkick@jcpresbytery.com

Administrative Ministries Committee Moderator:
 mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Committee Ministry Moderator: Janice Zanders
407-506-2726 / soulmatejlz@gmail.com
& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com and bkick@jcpresbytery.com

Committee on Preparation for Ministry Moderator: Diane Cooke
417-257-8349 / dcooke@missouristate.edu
& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com and bkick@jcpresbytery.com

Committee on Representation Moderator: Lorraine Whittington
417-623-3290 / jlorraine@cableone.net & copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Mission and Nurture Committee Co-Moderator: Lou Ellen Hartley
912-230-5398 / revhartley1000@gmail.com & copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Mission and Nurture Committee Co-Moderator: Bill Agnew
417-209-7227 / Dr.WilliamAgnew@gmail.com & copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

JC Living Waters Ministry: Sharon Marsh
417-880-5988 / smarsh43@icloud.com

mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
http://www.jcpresbytery.com/creative-ministry-grants.html
https://pcusastore.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=8122fa0af8&e=48074df84a
http://www.jcpresbytery.com/opportunites.html
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:bkick@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:cmiller@trinityspringfieldpcusa.org
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:bkick@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:pastorjdawson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:bkick@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:soulmatejlz@gmail.com
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:bkick@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:dcooke@missouristate.edu
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:bkick@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:jlorraine@cableone.net
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:revhartley1000@gmail.com
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:Dr.WilliamAgnew@gmail.com
mailto:mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
mailto:smarsh43@icloud.com


JCPDA Ministry: Todd & Kathy Morriss
Kathy: 417-234-4643 Todd: 417-848-7471 toddandkathy.morriss@gmail.com

Recording Clerk: Gail Wilson
417-838-4402 / gwilson@jcpresbytery.com

​Please continue to mail all remittances
Per Capita, Shared Mission and special offerings to:

John Calvin Presbytery
P. O. Box 787

Shell Knob, Missouri 65747

PULPIT SUPPLY for a minister leading worship and preaching for a congregation as a
visiting minister should ordinarily receive $100.00, plus the IRS approved mileage amount
per vouchered mile (2019 IRS rate $0.575 per mile). Pulpit Supply is $100.00 with the
understanding that is only if one (1) service is to be prepared. It was approved by COM
that if two (2) services are required the honorarium would be $150.00. If overnight
lodging is required, motel and meals should be provided at the church’s
expense. Honorarium for moderating a session is $50 plus the IRS approved mileage rate
per vouchered mile.

Visit our website for full pulpit supply list

mailto:toddandkathy.morriss@gmail.com
mailto:gwilson@jcpresbytery.com
http://www.jcpresbytery.com/pulpit-supply-list.html

