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The transforming power of God who created all things from nothing is a love which
brings life out of death, light out of darkness, hope from despair, and beauty, wholeness and
purpose out of pain and confusion. This God, whom my mind acknowledges as Creator,
Sustainer and Provider, my heart knows as the Father who loves me, who healed the deep
wounds in my soul whose existence | could not even bear to acknowledge until | was safe in
his care. Jesus Christ, my beloved Savior and Lord, is the one who reached out to me over
the gulf of ignorance and fear which kept me from recognizing or trusting the beauty and
goodness of God, and brought me back to the center of life to begin again. Gifts of
common grace, from the beauty, complexity and reliability of the created order to the human
experience of such gifts as creativity, courage and kindness, are present in abundance in this
world because of the goodness of our God; nevertheless, most human beings experience the
world as filled with confusion, disappointment, and pain. This is because of the condition of
alienation from God called sin, which causes first the blindness that keeps us from seeing or
surrendering to God, but also the cruelty which human beings routinely, almost casually, inflict
upon one another. It is impossible for us either to diagnose or to cure this condition under our
own power.

The only way back into the intimate relationship with the Creator for which we were
originally intended is through Jesus Christ, in whom God became incarnate in first century
Palestine, died at the hands of people like us, and rose again from the dead. How exactly the
death and resurrection of Christ makes reconciliation with God possible is one of the central
mysteries of the Christian faith, and can be more readily experienced than explained, although
many have tried. The gift of salvation is received by acknowledging need for and dependence
on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Both the ability to see and the ability to receive are
gifts from God; therefore boasting is excluded, and gratitude and humility are called for. The
reunion with God, called new or eternal life, is experienced partially in the present, and
guaranteed to be completed or fulfilled in the future. Salvation converts physical death into a
gateway to an eternity of loving and enjoying the unmediated presence of God.

| believe that the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, indwells believers, creating
in each of us the promised new life, illuminating to us God's revelation to humanity in
Scripture, conforming us to the image of Jesus Christ, and by bestowing peace, joy, kindness
and love transforms our relationships and empowers us to live lives increasingly pleasing to
God. The Holy Spirit also oversees and empowers the Church of Jesus Christ, distributing
gifts as needed, creating unity out of diversity, and guiding the community into the purposes
of God. The Church universal, in all of its cantankerous human individuality, is God's
instrument for continuing the work of Jesus Christ, witnessing and serving in all dimensions of
human need. | believe that, just as God calls and empowers individuals differently, so are
congregations and denominations called and empowered differently. Love for and obedience
to God, as revealed by the written and the incarnate Word, are what unites us, in spite of the
incomplete human understanding which leads to differences. | believe that the Scriptures are
the wholly inspired and authoritative self-revelation of God, and it is our responsibility to use



this incomparable gift with honesty, humility and trust in order to free and to serve, never to
condemn or coerce.

The sacraments are gifts from God, visible signs of an invisible reality. They are the
events which make real to us the re-connection between God and humanity which, offered by
Jesus Christ and received by faith, overcomes the separation from God called sin. We offer
ourselves and our children to God in faith through the waters of baptism, claiming the
promised forgiveness and receiving from God new life and the present reality of membership
in the covenant community. At the Lord's Table we reaffirm our need for spiritual sustenance,
and receive it; we celebrate, re-experience and reinforce our union both with Christ and with
his church, and receive power from the Holy Spirit to live out our commitment.

Our Presbyterian form of government acknowledges human frailty, our mutual
dependence and our need for community, and the equal calling of both laity and clergy for
discerning and carrying out the mission of the church. The structure provides the order and
accountability within which we may, as a body of diverse believers, live and work out our

differences under a common allegiance to one faith, one baptism, and one Lord.
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